You can put a face on our issues by telling your story today. It’s a great way to give others your insight – and it’s something only you can do!

How does this help?

When you tell your story, everyone benefits, because:

1. You decide what’s important to you and why, and get creative about how to show others,

2. Your friends & family, and our other supporters, get to see the world through your eyes & gain your perspective, and

3. We get to learn what matters most to you, and help spread your message!

what makes a great movie?

Think about the story you want to tell:

Do you want to show that people struggling with adversity can still be tremendously positive and generous?

Do you want to show how hard, or how easy, it is to do something important?

Do you want to show that your concerns are shared by a diverse group of people?

Do you want to show others how to get the most out of an experience?
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hOW YOU CAN HELP

tell our story by telling your own – make a movie for us!

tELL THE WORLD WHAT OUR CAUSE MEANS TO YOU

Nothing tells a story like a movie. Whether you visit our facilities, take part in special events, or simply talk to us & your friends & family, you can capture these interactions and broadcast your experiences to the world. Who knows? You just might educate someone who needs to know more about what we do & why we do it!

Here are a few simple tips:

Know your camera: Take the time to make some practice recordings of your kids, pets, or feet before interviewing someone important to you. Make sure you can successfully download and play back your footage.  Be fully charged up and have an empty memory stick before you venture out!

Respect your “stars”:  If someone’s making a public statement, feel free to film it, but otherwise, ask permission to interview someone on film.
“May I interview you for my blog?” is a great way to start up a conversation.

Film lots of little interviews: Assume you’ll need to get perhaps 20-30 brief 1-2 minute interviews to make a 5 minute movie, so fill up your camera with lots of good material.
Plan what you want to accomplish: Think up some great questions beforehand so you won’t be shy in the moment.
what should i ask?

Here are some sample questions you might ask staff, volunteers, and other participants to get fun, thoughtful, and informative replies for your movie.

1. What is your first name and where are you from?

2. How did you hear about this event/this organization? How did you decide to visit/attend today?  

3. What do you want to accomplish today? Why is that important to you?

4. How is this organization relevant to your life? What does its mission mean to you?

5. What did it feel like to participate today? 

6. Would you recommend this experience/visit/event to your friends & family? If they were intimidated, what would you tell them?

What else should i film?

Give your movie a sense of atmosphere by remembering to film “filler” material: 

· The invitation

· The building or location

· Before & after (for instance, check-in vs. finish line)

· Keynote speakers

· Crowd reactions

· Anything else that illustrates the organization and/or individuals accomplishing what they set out to accomplish

Other helpful Tips

Welcome any interest in your movie: Have your “stars” give you contact information so you can let them know when you have something they can view. 
Edit your movie as soon as possible after filming it: You never know what you’ve got until you download your film clips and start splicing clips together. Fresh material is always received better than something weeks or months old.

Now broadcast yourself: It’s easy and free to post your video on YouTube and then tell everyone via email or FaceBook. Word of your work will spread!

Email questions to: john.doe@myorg.org 

